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Southern Movie Palace describes the Rise, Fall and Resurrection of a selection of Movie Theatres in the 

Southern States of America. This ebook includes a selection of short notes on their air conditioning (where 
available) taken from the book. The book itself describes the restoration (if any) of the following: 

 
Alabama Theatre, Birmingham, Alabama 
Carolina Theatre, Durham, North Carolina 

Fox Theatre, Atlanta, Georgia 
Orpheum Theatre, Memphis, Tennessee 

Saenger Theatre, Biloxi, 
Tampa Theatre, Tampa, Florida 
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Alabama Theatre  
BIRMINGHAM, MISSOURI 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 2200 
          Owner: Paramount-Publix 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning/Refrigeration originally by 
          Brunswick-Kroeschell 
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Carolina Theatre  
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1928 
          Seating Capacity: 1816 
          Owner: Paramount-Publix 
          Original Air Conditioning possibly Carrier              
          Fully restored 1994 
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Fox Theatre  
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

 
 

 
 

 
          Date Built: 1929 
          Seating Capacity: 4956 
          Owner: Fox 
          Original Air Conditioning possibly by Carrier           
          Restoration ongoing 
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On display at the Fox Theatre in Atlanta, Georgia in 1999 
The Carrier 300 TR centrifugal chiller installed in 1946 for the air conditioning 
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Orpheum Theatre  
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

 
 

 
 

 
          Date Built: 1928 
          Seating Capacity: 2600 
          Owner: Paramount-Publix 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: Unknown 
          Renovated 1894-1890s 
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Biloxi Theatre  
BIRMINGHAM, MISSOURI 

 
 

 
 

 
          Date Built: 1929 
          Seating Capacity: 1245 
          Owner: Saenger Chain 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: Unknown 
          Partly restored   
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Tampa Theatre  
TAMPA, FLORIDA 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 1446 
          Owner: Paramount-Publix 
          Architect: John Eberson 
          Air Conditioning/Refrigeration originally by Carrier 
          Reopened 1977 as part of an office/theatre/retail complex  



 

 
 

1982 
 

Diagram showing proscenium and sidewalls of the Tampa Theatre, Tampa, Florida. 
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